
FIREFLY: LIBERTY 

DEAD MAN’S HAND, PART 1 

Episode 2.11 

 
Olivia gets a wave from Jack Leland, who invites her to an exclusive high-stakes poker tournament.  Of 
course, the crew has to pay their own way to join her on the luxury liner El Dorado.  Mercedes crunches 
the numbers and there’s enough cash for six to go.  Riley volunteers to skip, as he will go to some 
training on Ariel (which is also Liberty’s cover story to get permission to land in this restricted airspace).  
A cut of the cards finds Zak as the odd man out.  Those on El Dorado find that even though the 
accomodations are clean, they are also pricey and cozy.  And other than Olivia, the crew has trouble 
keeping busy.  As the tournament unfolds, Olivia makes the final table but finishes third – this is a good 
consolation prize as she recoups the cost of her entry.  Jack Leland wins the grand prize, and that’s when 
things start to go How Wrin Bu Lai. 

Cast 

Michael Chan Jonathan George 
Zak Grizzelle Scott Dundon 
Mercedes Wingate Jaime Murray 
Alix Sullivan Allison Scagliotti 
Sylas Granger Idris Elba 
Ping Lu “Lucy” Sealy Lucy Liu 
Riley Ethridge Neil Patrick Harris 
Olivia Smith Olivia Wilde 
Jack Leland Cliff Curtis 
Hwa Ling Maggie Q 
Ming Wilson Minka Kelly 
Laura Yao Stephanie Jacobsen 
Captain Sing Masi Oka 
Lindsay Soto Sarah Shahi 
Smooth Jimmy Joaquin Phoenix 
Kim Kwan Ho Sandrine Holt 
Reuben Clayborn Clint Black 
El Dorado crew  
El Dorado passengers  
Ariel conferencees  
Thugs  
 
Quotable 
Mercedes: We have enough money to pay for 
Olivia, plus five more.  The doc has volunteered 
to sit this one out, so we’ll draw for who will 
stay with him on Ariel. 

 
 
 

 
Scrapes 
A very uneventful voyage until the end of the 
poker tournament.  Smooth Jimmy was not a 
gracious loser, and he commandeered Lindsay’s 
shuttle by brandishing a gun, taking Lindsay, 
Michael, Mercedes, and Jack Leland hostage. 
 
Anybody Get Nekkid?   
Sy and Lucy became friends with benefits.  Lots 
of folks strolling about El Dorado in robes, 
lingerie, and skivvies and fancy duds.  Jack 
Leland put the moves on Olivia, but she did not 
take him up on an offer to stay in his VIP cabin.  
Lindsay Soto was on the verge of getting cozy 
with Michael and Mercedes when things went 
awry. 

Rewards 
Olivia made enough money to break even, but 
that still didn’t cover the cost for the rest of the 
crew, plus the fees for Riley and Zak on Ariel.  
But they have made more contacts that could 
be useful later. 

Next time on Firefly: Liberty 
The El Dorado traveling party must come to 
Michael and Mercedes’ rescue.  Meanwhile, 
Riley would like to get his hands on some very 
expensive medicine, and Zak is just the one to 
help him do just that. 
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